
CRISTO REY 

tc update 
May  2009 

A Letter from  

Father David Haschka 

Cristo Rey has a school choir. Yes 

we do, and they sing well too! 

This chorus had its first public 

performance at a “Meet & Greet” 

luncheon a few weeks ago and 

premiered their first song — an 

adaptation of the song “Hope” by Twista Ft. 

Faith Evans featured in the 2005 film Coach 

Carter .The song involves a soulful chorus 

overlaid with RAP lyrics. (So did you really 

expect Gregorian chant!) The students 

rewrote the rap lyrics to fit their own lives 

and experience — much of which includes 

the challenges of their Cristo Rey experience. 

They speak of classes and jobs, of dress 

codes and behaviors, but also of their 

families and neighborhoods. They speak of 

struggles, of victories and defeats, but above 

all, they speak of hope. The mantra of the 

chorus continues throughout: “Be hopeful!”. 

During the Easter Vigil liturgy, I watched the 

“light of Christ” flow from the Easter Candle 

to spread throughout the congregation and 

illuminate the whole church and I thought of 

our kids singing that song. We started Cristo 

Rey to be just such a beacon of hope for 

inner city youth such as these, to be a path 

out of poverty, negativity, and despair. And I 

thought: “It is working, they are hopeful, yes 

they are!” 

Ours is still a pretty small and fragile flame 

and the darkness and winds of economic 

recession threaten from many sides. So, we 

make our own the final prayer of the great 

Easter proclamation sung boldly in the pre-

dawn darkness: 
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Cristo Rey Meet and Greets 
Our Meet and Greet events are a great 

way to stay connected with Cristo Rey. 

They are also excellent opportunities to 

network with other business leaders and 

community members. Guests at our Meet 

and Greets have the opportunity to take a 

tour of the school, as well as meet several 

of our students. In addition, our 

leadership team will discuss our mission 

and how we transform lives every day.  

 

 

Please join us for our next Meet and Greet at Cristo Rey on June 4th at 12 PM. 

Tell your friends, coworkers, and colleagues about Cristo Rey and invite them to 

attend with you. We need your help introducing people to Cristo Rey! 

Visit us online at www.CristoReyTC.org 

Cristo Rey Award Winners 

Clockwise from upper left: Hire4Ed Student Worker 

of the Month for March Michael with supervisor 

Nancy Torrance from 

Salo, Inc.; Hire4Ed 

Student Worker of the 

Month for April Daria 

with mentor Bob Hobbins 

and supervisors Kristen 

LeRoux (left) and 

Marlene Curtis (right) 

from Dorsey and Whitney 

LLP; Cristo Rey Debate 

winner Kiara; March 

Student of the Month 

Jestine. 
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Hire4Ed Update 

By Steve Schulz 

Hire4Ed Executive Director 

 
In previous articles, Hire4Ed 

has shared survey response 

results from supervisors and 

we have highlighted students 

who have obtained “Student 

Worker of the Month”.  This 

month I want to share actual 

comments from supervisors as they describe 

students’ performance in their workplaces.  

Below is a small sample of the wonderful 

comments they have about the students’ 

performance. 

“She is so helpful and never complains 

when asked to do something. She is a great 

help and I don't know what we would do 

without her.” 

“Our company has benefited in numerous 

ways thanks to his contributions! There are 

projects we have wanted to devote time to 

for years but we haven't been able to assign 

resources to them. It has been very helpful 

to have the addition of our CRJHS student 

to our team!” 

“We have been able to assign weekly work 

duties to her which she has taken off of the 

normal staff work load; important things 

like keying the Retro into the payroll and 

setting up our off cycle filing system so we 

are able to find things quickly. She provides 

exceptional value to my department.” 

 “His value goes beyond his work. We have 

much to learn from him because of who he 

is and the enthusiasm he brings to our 

workplace. I am impressed with his broad 

interests in the world and current affairs, 

politics and religion. “ 

“We are very pleased with her performance. 

She should be very proud of herself for her 

continued progress and her gaining 

confidence. This young girl will go very far 

in everything she does.” 

 
 

Development 
 

By Rick Campion 

Development Director 

This truly is an exciting mission.  In our amazing 

facility at 4th Avenue and 29th Street, teachers, staff 

and students are making progress that is inspiring.  In 

the broader Cristo Rey community, individuals, 

families, schools, law firms, corporations and 

hospitals are providing the support we need.  In spite of these challenging 

economic times, there is still a grace that surrounds our students and our 

mission at Cristo Rey.  I hope that you are as inspired by these results as I am. 

 

Reading  

¶ The number of sophomores reading on grade level has increased 20% 

since they arrived at Cristo Rey. 

¶ The number of freshman reading on grade level has increased 24% since 

they arrived at Cristo Rey. 

 

Math 

¶ Sophomores gained .8 year of growth during the first semester this year. 

¶ Freshman gained 1.1 years of growth during first semester this year. 

 

Hire4Ed 

Through performance surveys, supervisors tell us our students provide value to 

their organizations. 

¶ Value of Job Performed  95% Great or Acceptable 

¶ Enthusiasm and Motivation  92% Great or Acceptable 

¶ Accuracy of Work   88% Great or Acceptable 

 

Fundraising  

¶ Revised Fiscal Year 2009 Fundraising Goal: $2,057,111 

¶ Raised to date:    $1,906,111 Thank you! 

¶ Remaining to reach our goal:   $151,000 

 
Please use the enclosed envelope to make a gift that will help us continue 

building the capacity to sustain these results from the students at Cristo Rey.  

 

Thank you! 
 

 

Direct questions and comments to: Rick Campion ● rickcampion@cristoreytc.org ● 612-545-9708● 

 Cristo Rey Jesuit High School● 2924 4th Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55408 

A Letter from Father David Haschka , continued from Page 1: 

Therefore heavenly Father …  

accept this Easter candle, a flame divided but undimmed,  

a pillar of fire that glows to the honor of God. 

Let it mingle with the lights of heaven and continue bravely burning 

to dispel the darkness of this night! 

May the Morning Star which never sets find this flame still burning: 

Christ, that Morning Star, who came back from the dead, 

and shed his peaceful light on all mankind, 

your Son, who lives and reigns forever and ever. 

Amen. 

Target Take Charge of Education: Target gives up 

to 1% of every purchase made with a Target 

REDcard to a school. You can apply in stores or by 

going to Target.com/apply. Cardholders can go to 

Target.com/tcoe or call 1-800-316-6142 and 

designate Cristo Rey as their school of choice by 

giving our ID number of 126173. 



A Message from the Principal 

Kristine J. Melloy, Ph.D 

 

Each week a different 

Advisory takes charge of 

Morning Assembly. In 

the last weeks, assembly 

themes included heroes, 

talents, and faith. The 

theme of faith struck 

home in particular 

recently as I dealt with 

the loss of my beloved dog, Fitz who had 

been with us for 14 years. On Holy 

Thursday this year he gave up his six 

month fight with cancer and went to his 

next life in heaven and the Cristo Rey 

community put their arms around me and 

helped me through. My faith and the faith 

of others at Cristo Rey help me to get 

beyond my grief and sadness for this great 

loss. Students share their intentions for 

loved ones experiencing loss each day at 

the beginning of their classes that start 

with prayers. Our faith and the constant 

awareness of the presence of God helps us 

to get through these losses and to begin 

life anew. 

Student led parent/guardian and advisor/

teacher conferences were held in April. 

Many of the advisors and parents shared 

that Cristo Rey is a different kind of 

place. They noted that it is more than 

corporate internships and the college 

preparatory curriculum. It is the belief 

that is so apparent that every student who 

chooses Cristo Rey has a God-given 

purpose in life and that we are here to 

help them understand that and to achieve 

their purpose.  It is the personalized 

attention that students get in order to be 

competent socially, academically and in 

the work place.  A parent beamed when 

he arrived for conferences and gave me a 

hug telling me how proud he is of his 

daughter and that she was so excited to 

have achieved honor roll status for the 

first time at Cristo Rey . 

Everyday more stories emerge about the 

students and adults of the Cristo Rey 

community who understand that faith and 

the belief in the presence of God help us 

to prepare for life and live our lives in 

service to others. 

 

From Our Students 
By Dasney 

Wednesday Group, Class of 2012 

 

[Editorôs Note: Dasney was asked to 

record a commercial in Spanish at the 

radio station La Picosa 1440 AM for 

Cristo Rey. Dasney is a student 

ambassador, a honor roll student and 

recipient of the St. Francis Xavier Spirit 

Award . Here are her reflections on 

recording the commercial, going live on 

the air to talk about Cristo Rey, and what 

being a student at Cristo Rey means to 

her.] 

My experience at La Picosa was new to 

me. It was the first time being at a radio 

station, as well as my first time going on 

the air and recording a commercial. When 

I recorded the commercial, the first few takes were hard for me because 

I was nervous. I didn’t give up and it turned out very well. Afterwards, I 

went on the air live to talk about Cristo Rey.  I was thinking of what to 

say, but the host put me at ease by telling me to follow his lead.  I 

enjoyed working with the team of La Picosa. I was nervous but at the 

same time happy for this new experience. 

I decided to attend Cristo Rey because it offers me a better opportunity 

for a good education. Being at Cristo Rey has opened many doors for 

me. I have learned to be a good role model for the school through good 

morals, religion studies, the English language, and an opportunity to 

work.  I work at Dougherty Financial Group LLC. I’m learning how it 

feels to work in an office. When I graduate from Cristo Rey I would 

like to be a Pediatrician. 

Listen to Dasneyôs commercial in Spanish by going to 

www.CristoReyTC.org/multimedia. 

May 2009 CRISTO REY 
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In this issue: 
 

¶ Dasney live in studio on La Picosa  

¶ Student award winners 

¶ Updates from Hire4Ed,  

    Development, and Academics 

 

ƀ Teacher Recognition Event 
On March 16th, Cristo Rey honored the former 

teachers and mentors of our freshman students with a 

special reception. Leon Cooper (far right) of the 

Minneapolis Academy was presented with the 

St. Alberto Hurtado Award for his service to 

education. 

Pictured are DJ Whitfield and Pastor Thomas Stover of 

Trinity First Lutheran School (far left); Jacqueline 

Gonzalez-Cruz and Linnea Valdez (middle) of Ramsey 

International Fine Arts Center. 

Investing in Cristo Rey 

In this issue, you will read about solid student performance at school and in the 

workplace, as well as an outpouring of generosity supporting our mission. 

During this start-up phase of Cristo Rey, we are building the capacity to sustain 

our mission.  So, we hope that you will continue (or begin) to support this 

important work.  Read for yourself.  We believe you will find that Cristo Rey is 

a great investment in our students and in the future of our community. 


