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A Letter from  

Father David Haschka  

My Absolutely Favorite Holiday 
ñI do therefore invite my fellow 

citizens in every part of the United 

States, and also those who are at 

sea and those who are sojourning 

in foreign lands, to set apart and 

observe the last Thursday of No-

vember next, as a day of Thanks-

giving and Praise to our beneficent 

Father who dwelleth in the Heav-

ens.ò 

 

Thus did Abraham Lincoln declare a national 

day of thanksgiving that has been observed 

up to the present. And what a wonderful holi-

day it has remained! No fireworks, no pag-

eantry, no frantic gift purchasing, no card 

sending; just a gathering of family and 

friends around a hearty but essentially simple 

meal. 

There is very little preparation required, per-

haps just an extra trip to the grocery store. 

On the day, sleep late, dress in comfortable 

clothes, get the turkey in the oven ï it pretty 

much takes care of itself. Then there is plenty 

of time to think and pray about what all one 

is thankful for. Hereôs my list: 

¶ For these United States ï this, for all its 

flaws, still provides unparalleled free-

dom, justice, and opportunity. 

¶ For Cristo Rey Jesuit High School ï 

this wonderful, exciting, and sometimes 

frightening mission. 

¶ For our teachers and staff ï such tal-

ented, dedicated, generous, and utterly 

selfless companions. 

¶ For our corporate sponsors and espe-

cially the supervisors of our student-

workers ï they consistently go the extra 

mile to make our kids successful. 
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Teacher Profile: Chancey Olsen  
 

What schools did you attend? 

I grew up near Seattle, Washington and then I moved out to MN to attend 

St. Olaf College. After St. Olaf my husband and I moved to England and I 

taught there for 3 years before moving back to Minnesota. I am currently 

finishing up my Masters at the University of St Thomas. 

  

What brought you to Cristo Rey? 

I found out about Cristo Rey last 

spring and recognized that it would be 

my ideal school. Aside from wanting 

to teach in the city, my own educa-

tional philosophy is readily aligned 

with the mission and philosophy of 

Cristo Rey.  From my first day at this 

school, it has been clear to me that 

everyone who works here feels the 

same way. 

 

What subjects do you teach? 

I teach math this year. In the past, I have also taught English and Religion.  

 

What has surprised you the most about Cristo Rey? 

I have been impressed by the way the students not only make an effort to 

complete their work, but to understand the information as well.  It demon-

strates a maturity in taking personal responsibility for their learning.   

 

Tell us about some of the activities you lead. 

I have been helping to organize the choir program, and I will be helping out 

with rehearsals and playing piano when they need an accompanist. We are 

fortunate to have Dr. Beverly Claflin starting the choir program at Cristo 

Rey.  Dr. Claflin is an experienced high school choir director who will be 

coming to us from Mt. Olivet Lutheran Church in South Minneapolis.  

 

What is one word you could use to describe the students at Cristo Rey? 

There is not one word!  Energetic, passionate, candid, inquisitive, persis-

tent, outspoken, and driven!    

October Hire4Ed Worker of the Month  
Fuad was named the Hire4Ed Worker of the Month for October 

for his work at Hays Companies in Minneapolis. As a result of 

his work at Hays Companies, Fuad says he would like to pursue 

a career in insurance and finance. 

 

To learn more about the Hire4Ed program and a complete list-

ing of our corporate clients, please go to 

www.CristoReyTC.org. 

 

Continued on Page 3 
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Hire4Ed Update  

By Nathan Wendt, S.J. 

Hire4Ed Coordinator 

 

Cristo Rey students experience the 

ñreal-lifeò corporate work environ-

ment each week, an environment 

that exposes them to the chal-

lenges of office team work, personal re-

sponsibilities beyond home and school, and 

brand new tasks and skills that have never 

been asked of them before. I would like to 

take this opportunity to share with you two 

of the many success stories from the 

Hire4Ed program. 

Erwin, a freshman, works each Monday at 

General Mills Shared Financial Services, 

dealing with a high volume of mail each 

time he comes into the office.  Erwin has 

met the challenge with his work ethic and 

ability to focus.  His supervisor says that 

Erwin is a ñhuge helpò to the General Mills 

team.  His attitude and efficiency are 

ñimpeccable.ò  Erwin has proven to be a 

real asset and his coworkers have come to 

depend on him.  Since Erwin has excelled 

at his tasks so quickly, new opportunities 

to advance his skills are coming his way. 

Work experience can also build self confi-

dence in students when they need it the 

most.  Isaiah, a sophomore is working at 

Dorsey & Whitney LLP in support services 

for the second year and was also hired over 

the summer. His supervisor says the qual-

ity of Isaiahôs work is ñsuperiorò and he 

takes ñpride and careò in the work he pro-

duces.  Isaiah has developed the qualities 

of self-reliance and self-motivation even 

when the odds seem against him.  On 

Isaiahôs overall presence, his supervisor 

commented that he is ñamazing for a fif-

teen year-old.ò 

These are just two of the many success 

stories of the Hire4Ed program. Not only 

are Cristo Rey students excelling in the 

workplace overall, learning and growing, 

but also the many adults who work with 

them each day share in their success, learn-

ing and growing themselves.  

To learn more about the Hire4Ed program, 

please call Steve Schulz at 612-545-9703. 

Development  
 

By Rick Campion 

Development Director 

 
We continue to be impressed with your generosity to 

Cristo Rey. Based on your support, we know that the 

mission of Cristo Rey is significant to you. Our stu-

dents, teachers and administrators are working hard 

to be worthy of your generosity.  And with your 

help, we are transforming the lives of our students! 

In October, we had another successful and well-attended fundraising event 

where we raised nearly $200,000.  Thank you!   

Please know that your continued support is essential; we realize that you 

give to Cristo Rey for the students, for the difference that you are making 

in their lives. And rest assured you are making a difference. Our students 

are thriving, academically and on their work sites.  

As always, you are invited to visit our school and see how your generosity 

is transforming lives. Should you wish to make a gift before the end of 

2008,  please use the enclosed envelope or visit our website to make your 

contribution online.  

Thank you again for your continued support!  

 

rickcampion@cristoreytc.org                      612-545-9708 
 

Direct questions and comments to: Rick Campion ǒ rickcampion@cristoreytc.org ǒ 612-545-9708ǒ 

 Cristo Rey Jesuit High School ǒ 2924 4th Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55408  

Pohlad Family Foundation Matching Gift  
We are excited to announce that The Pohlad Family Foundation has 

given Cristo Rey a matching grant of $50,000. With that in mind, any 

gift given to Cristo Rey before March 1, 2009 will be matched by the 

Pohlad Family Foundation.  We ask that you consider helping us take 

advantage of this generous gift.   


